PERFECTING ACCOUNTING TASKS FOR ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE (131) AND ACCOUNTS PAYABLE (331) IN VIETNAM
HOÀN THIỆN CÔNG TÁC KẾ TOÁN TOÁN TRÊN TÀI KHOẢN PHẢI THU KHÁCH HÀNG (131) VÀ TÀI KHOẢN PHẢI TRẢ NGƯỜI BÁN (331) TẠI VIỆT NAM
TÓM TẮT


Thanh toán với người bán, người mua là một trong những thông tin quan trọng mà các doanh nghiệp phải quản lý chặt chẽ, kiểm soát tốt khoản phải thu sẽ giúp cho doanh nghiệp không bị chiếm dụng vốn, kiểm soát tốt khoản phải trả sẽ giúp doanh nghiệp chủ động trả nợ và tranh thủ được nguồn vốn từ bên ngoài. Vì vậy, bài viết này đi vào trình bày các quy định về kế toán các khoản thanh toán với người bán, người mua theo chế độ kế toán hiện hành. Với quy định hiện hành, việc ghi chép trên các tài khoản thanh toán với người bán, thanh toán với người mua vẫn còn tồn tại những hạn chế và có những khó khắn trong việc triển khai giảng dạy. Chính những điểm này tạo nên khoảng cách giữa lý thuyết giảng dạy tại các trường đại học và thực tiễn ở các doanh nghiệp cũng như việc sai lệch thông tin tổng hợp về các khoản phải thu và các khoản phải trả. Bằng phương pháp phân tích định tính, bài viết sẽ đưa ra những điểm hoàn thiện để giúp rút ngắn khản cách giữa lý thuyết giảng dạy và thực tiễn ở các doanh nghiệp và cung cấp thông tin chính xác cho các doanh nghiệp.
Từ khóa: Phải thu khách hàng, phải trả người bán, kế toán tổng hợp, kế toán chi tiết, số dư bên Nợ, số dư bên Có.

ABSTRACT


Paying with the seller, the buyer is one of the important information that Corporation must closely manage, good control receivables will help businesses not to be capitalized, good control payment will help businesses to actively repay debts and get the capital from outside. Therefore, this article goes into presenting the regulations on accounting payments with sellers, buyers under the current accounting regime. With the current regulations, the recording on the payment account with the seller, payment with the buyer still has limitations and difficulties in teaching implementation. These points create the gap between university teaching theory and business practice, as well as biased information on receivables and payables. Through the qualitative analysis, the paper will provide the perfect way to shorten the gap between teaching theory and practice in enterprises and provide accurate information for businesses.  
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          As per Vietnam accounting regime stipulated under Circular  No. 200/2014/TT- BTC, accounts recording payment transactions have both debit and credit balance. Accounts receivables (131) and Accounts payable (331) are the typical accounts of such kind. When recording transactions related to account 131 and account 331, even though there is supporting data from the subsidiary accounts and detailed payment summary table, managers cannot get general information about the changes in receivables, advances or excessive collection from all clients (account 131) as well as general information about the increases and decreases of accounts payable, advances or overpayments to all sellers (account 331). All information that they have is only the total debit and the total credit of account 131 and account 331. Therefore, separately accounting transactions related to receivables, advances or excessive collection (account 131) or payables, advances and overpayments (account 331) is really a necessity in general accounting since this task is very useful in debt management.


1. Perfecting the accounting tasks using account 131 and account 331.
In accordance with current accounting regulations, the debit and credit rule of account 131 is as follows:

         Debit side reflects the following transactions:

· Amount receivable from customers for the goods delivered, service provided during the period;
· Refund to the customer for the excess amount.

        Credit side reflects the following transactions:

· Payment received from customers for the goods delivered and services provided;
· Advances or prepayment received from customers;

· Sales allowance granted to customers resulting from customer complaints;
· Sales returns and allowance with or without VAT for defective goods and service;
· Payment discounts and trade discounts offered to buyers.
Debit balance reflects:

         The remaining amount of receivables;

         This account may have credit balance which reflects the advance or the excessive collection from specific customer whose detail could be found in the relevant subsidiary ledger. When preparing the Balance Sheet, accountants are required to record the balance of every subsidiary accounts on both "Assets" and "Equity" sections
For account 331, its debit and credit rule is as follows:
         Debit side reflects the following transaction:
· Amount paid to suppliers for materials, goods and service received;

· Advance to suppliers even though goods and services haven’t been provided or completed;
· Purchase discounts for goods and service received;
· Payment discounts and trade discounts approved by sellers on the debt payable;
· The merchandise shortages or of poor quality being checked and returned to seller.
         Credit side reflects the following transactions:
· The amount payable to suppliers or service providers
· Adjustment for the difference between estimated cost and actual cost.
         Credit balance reflects the amount to be paid to sellers, suppliers or service providers. 


This account may have debit balance which reflects the advance or payment which is greater than the amount to be paid to specific seller whose detail could be found in the relevant subsidiary ledger. When preparing the Balance Sheet, accountants are required to record the balance of every subsidiary accounts on both "Assets" and "Equity" section.

According to the regulations:
        Account 131 is credited when the advance is received from customers in the period, however, this account is not debited to reflect the decrease of advance received in the period.

For the case of account 331, it is debited when advance is made to sellers, suppliers and service providers, however, this account is not credited to reflect the decrease of advance payment in the period.
        Thus, the contents reflected on these two accounts are incomplete. So we should add the following contents to these accounts:
        For account 131, the additional contents to be reflected on the debit side are the advance refund or the value of the goods delivered and services completed deducting from customers’ advance.
          For account 331, the additional contents to be reflected on the credit side are the collection of advance payments previously made to suppliers or the total payment for goods and services received deducting from advances made to suppliers.

2. Perfecting accounting tasks using account 131 and account 331
         When performing general accounting work for account 131 and account 331, accountants are not allowed to balance the debit and the credit amount of these accounts. Because this will make the general information on the status of receivables, advances (A/c 131) and payables, supplier prepayment (A/c 331) become incorrect. Moreover, the implementation of the detailed accounting on the subsidiary accounts receivable ledgers and subsidiary accounts payable ledger only provides separate information on customer and seller individually, rather than providing general information on accounts receivable, customer advances, accounts payable and advances to suppliers. At the end of the accounting period, the data on the subsidiary ledger will be collected on the detailed payment summary. The data in this summary only provides information about the total receivable, total advances from customers, total payables and total advance for the sellers at a point of time (beginning and ending period), rather than provide information about changes in the total receivable, total advances from customers, total payables and total advance for the sellers during the period. Therefore, the accounting implementation under the current accounting regime is not really effective in providing general information about the payment status with customers and sellers.
         For the purpose of providing clear information about the total receivable and advances from customers in the case of account 131, and the total payables and advances to suppliers in the case of account 331 we should perform either one of the following methods: 

          a. Method 1
        When accounting for payment, accountants only keep track of payment details by the individual seller and customer on subsidiary ledger account 131 and 331 as per the balance principles between the debit and credit amount. At the end of the accounting period, accountants will take the information from these subsidiary ledgers and summarize these details on general ledger account 131 and 331 and report the total balances on the balance sheet.
       In this way, accountants do not perform general accounting for payment. So the management obtain neither information about the total receivable and advances from customers, total payables and advances to suppliers nor the changes in these amounts during the period.
b. Method 2
       When accounting for payment, accountants only monitor payment details by the individual seller and customer on subsidiary ledger account 131 and 331 as per the balance principles between the debit and credit amount. At the end of the accounting period, accountants will take the information from these subsidiary ledgers and summarize these details on general ledger account 131 and 331. These accounts, however, will have two secondary accounts i.e Account 131 – Account receivable and Account 131 - customer advances. For Account 331, there will also be two secondary accounts i.e Account 331 - Accounts payable and Account 331 - Advances to suppliers.

Account 131 – Accounts receivables is only used to reflect the total receivables from all customers. This account has the debit and credit rule of an asset account. Account 131 - Customer advances is used to keep track of the advances from all customers.

Account 331 – Accounts Payable is only used to reflect the total payable to all sellers. Account 331 - Advances to suppliers is only used to monitor the advances to suppliers.

At the end of the accounting period, accountants will make a comparison in the figures between account 131 and detailed payment summary with buyers under the following rule: Beginning balance on the debit side of Account 131 = Total beginning balance on the detailed payment summary table. Total changes on the debit side (credit side) of account 131 = Total arising amounts of the debit side (credit side) of account 131 – Accounts receivables + Total arising amounts of the debit side (credit side) of account 131 – Customer advance.

At the end of the quarter or at the end of the fiscal year, the general accountants do not need to use the data on the detailed payment summary table. What they should do is to use the ending balance of Account 131 – Accounts receivables, Account 131 – Customer Advances, Account 331 – Accounts payable, Account 331 – Advances to suppliers to prepare the Balance sheet.


With the above two solutions, Corporation have accurate information on genenal and detailed information about payments to customers and sellers. Universities and colleges teaching accounting can use one of the two methods above to study theory and practice accounting work which is no difference. This will make it possible for postgraduate students to work immediately without having to spend time learning and adjusting to the reality.
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